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Beyond Our $1M Milestone

FONTBONNE COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Celebrating Our 14th Year of Supporting Academic Hopes and Dreams

Annual Meeting & Awards Celebration
Well, FCC did it again! With the help of our Advancement Liaison Wendi Valenti’s technology skills,
a second successful Annual Meeting was held by Zoom. Sister Linda Markway opened our gathering
with prayer, and FCC Chair JoAnn Donovan formally welcomed all. The great advantage of a Zoom
meeting is that we all hear the announcements simultaneously and jointly share the joy of fulfilling
hopes and dreams. Click HERE for a recording of the Annual Meeting & Awards Celebration or HERE
for a slide presentation of the meeting’s main points.
Fontbonne President Nancy Blattner needed no introduction. Before serving as President of Caldwell
College in New Jersey, Dr. Blattner was Fontbonne’s Vice President of Academic Affairs from 2004 to
2009. It was exciting to hear her announce several new developments at Fontbonne, including the
initiation of a BSN Nursing Program to be housed in Busch Hall, a Satellite Speech Language
Pathology Program with our CSJ sister institution Avila College in Kansas City, and her commitment
to Fontbonne’s continual analysis of a consistently relevant Strategic Plan. Plus, Dr. Blattner
reminded us that Fontbonne will celebrate its 100th Anniversary during the 2022-2023 school year.
On the heels of that reminder, FCC Membership Committee Co-Chairs Maggie Fowler and Lucy
Hahn announced a new energetic campaign to have 100 FCC members for the Centennial year —
“100 by 100.” Did you know the most successful recruitment tool by far is one-on-one personal
contact to share the satisfaction of membership? FCC depends on each member’s initiative to
achieve this goal. If each of us invites one classmate or friend to become a member, our goal could
easily be realized.

Now, imagine a blare of trumpets! The most exciting part of the Annual Meeting arrived when Awards
Co-Chairs Susan Lenihan and Mary Lee Walter began to announce FCC’s 14th Cycle of Awards. The
Chairs also asked a few of FCC’s newer members to assist them in these announcements. And
where will our dollars go this year? FCC can be proud of funding 13 projects this year, totaling
$77,401. The grand totals since FCC’s founding have been 202 projects, totaling $1,177,401 —
thanks to each of YOU!
Alice Bell, Sandy Bellon, Barb Stroer and Kathy Tanner assisted with the award anouncements.

(Cont’d on page 2)
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Among proposals receiving awards were a Summer Bridge Program for high school students who
identify as low-income or first-generation Promise Scholars, an artisan print shop for the Art
Department, eco-friendly re-usable food containers for University dining, and the digitizing of two
Archive projects. This digitizing will be especially valuable as Fontbonne prepares for the
Centennial. A project which garnered great enthusiasm from FCC voting members was the
enhancement of the patio adjacent to Medaille Hall’s Arnold Memorial Center. FCC funds will
create a vibrant outdoor gathering and activity space, where two pergolas will be constructed
along the length of the patio — and filled with furniture, lights and greenery. Here the generosity
of FCC members will be on permanent display, and this gathering space is “smack-dab” in the
middle of the campus. It’s planned to be completed in August of this year, ready for the Fall
semester and Homecoming! Click HERE to view all 13 funded proposals.

Acknowledging Pope Francis’ designation of 2021 as the Year of St. Joseph, CSJ members of
FCC gave toasts, each invoking the spirit of our patron. The contribution of funds, expertise, time
and energy collectively fulfills our FCC mission.
The Chair closed the meeting by expressing gratitude for all who make FCC such a successful
venture. Each of us left the meeting knowing we are gifts to Fontbonne — and we are also gifts to
one another. This annual gathering always serves as a reminder of how blessed we are to know
such outstanding women who share themselves and their values for the benefit of all.

Hear it Here: Welcome, Cathy Schroy
How fitting to begin May, Better Hearing and Speech Month, by profiling our
newest member, Cathy Schroy, audiologist and faculty member in
Fontbonne’s Communication Disorders and Deaf Education Department.
Cathy, an alumna of St. Joseph’s Academy, graduated from Fontbonne’s
Deaf Ed program in 1993. She taught in San Antonio and then returned to
St. Louis to teach at St. Joseph Institute. She completed her master’s
degree in Audiology and her Ph.D. in Speech and Hearing Science at
Washington University, while working as an audiologist and also teaching
part-time at Fontbonne. Her dissertation explored the benefits of using
simulated patients to prepare future audiologists, and she received FCC
funding in 2017 to bring this innovative program to future early intervention and speech languagepathology students at Fontbonne. In 2017 she received Fontbonne’s Excellence in Teaching
Award for part-time faculty. In 2019 she joined the Communication Disorders and Deaf Education
Department full-time, teaching students in deaf education and speech-language pathology.
Cathy also enjoys knitting, crocheting, reading and attending theater. She has 2 cats, named Purl
and Hank (knitting terms), one of whom could often be seen sitting on the back of her chair during
Zoom meetings. She has been involved with the ACTS program in the St. Louis Archdiocese and
will soon return to Eucharistic Ministry service in her home parish, St. Joseph in Manchester.
Cathy looks forward to participating in the important work of FCC — funding dreams for faculty,
staff and students. We’re excited to welcome you, Cathy!
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Membership Campaign Announcement: “100 by 100”
In 2007, Nina Bryans, DeDe Caspari,
Karen Castellano, Kate Gunn and
Carol Spehr met with the Advancement
Department’s Marilyn Sheppard and Kay
Barnes to discuss how Fontbonne might
reengage its female alums. Women enjoy
collaborating with other women on a
common cause and seek to have a voice
in how their contributions are used. So,
the Founders worked with Advancement
to create a blueprint for what would soon
become the Fontbonne Community
Connection (FCC). The Founders and
Charter members never stopped recruiting and, in 2008, they toasted 48 members and FCC’s first nine awards for a
total of $34,000!
Flash forward to 2021: FCC has a new
bold challenge from the University’s President Dr. Nancy Blattner: 100 FCC members by Fontbonne’s 100th Anniversary!
With our current membership at 73, the
Membership and EAC Committees are
confident that Together we can do this!
Here are ways you can help:










Forward this Newsletter to a Fontbonne classmate, family member or supporter
Explain what FCC does, its impact on the University community, and what FCC means to you
Share your enthusiasm about helping fulfill the hopes and dreams of faculty, staff and students
Invite your prospect(s) to FCC socials and Zoom events that highlight funded projects
Post COVID – host a recruiting coffee, lunch or cocktail event for friends and their friends
Sponsor a new member
Contact Chair JoAnn Donovan regarding FCC’s confidential Sponsorship Fund
Donate to the FCC Sponsorship Fund
Ask a Membership Committee or EAC member to contact your recommended prospect

If we EACH personally recruit at least one new local or out-of-town prospect, we will be successful.
Simply call, text or email family, fellow alums and other Fontbonne supporters. Tell them how gratifying it is to reengage with Fontbonne in such a meaningful way. Stress specific examples of FCC
impact, particularly in their areas of study. Forward our newsletter and invite them to an FCC event
on Zoom. And, if appropriate, mention the sponsorship program.
Email or call Wendi Valenti for contact information:
WValenti@Fontbonne.edu or (314) 889-4712.
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The Enduring FCC Support for Fontbonne’s Jack C. Taylor Library
Chances are, if you enter Fontbonne’s Jack C.
Taylor Library and look to your right, you will see a
sleepy-eyed student enjoying a well-deserved
massage in one of the ultra-comfortable, tilt-back,
overstuffed chairs, acquired by the library with FCC
funds. Or look to the left, in the library’s Starbuck’s
Café area, to see students socializing — sometimes even sleeping — on sectional sofas made
available through an FCC award. Walk into the
common area and you can immediately discern the
impact made by two scanners, provided by FCC,
that allow students to scan printed material for
personal copies or to send digital copies to their
flash drives or to their own computers via email.
While there, students can also take advantage of
any of the three mobile charging stations for
phones/tablets/computers, courtesy of another
FCC award. Take a trip to the stacks to discover
several collections of books and media made
possible by FCC generosity.
However, these are just some tangible examples that past FCC awards have provided. Not so
obvious, yet equally essential for the functioning of an excellent library, are the University Archives.
According to Rebecca van Kniest, Fontbonne’s archivist, FCC has been an absolute godsend to the
enhancement of Fontbonne’s digitized archival material. The physical archives, located in the bowels
of Fontbonne’s library, are home to almost one hundred years of photos, yearbooks, brochures,
publications, newspapers, graduation programs and — believe it or not — horse show programs (from
1934-55). Even Gunner, Fontbonne’s retired mascot and Gideon’s predecessor, has been laid to rest
in the Fontbonne archives. As the world has moved to digital platforms, it has become necessary both
to make Fontbonne’s archives digitally available to its alums and the public and to more effectively
index this collection of digitized items.
Previous FCC awards have provided digitization of The Font,
Fontbonne’s newspaper from 1926 - 68, and the subsequent
Free Spirit and Freer Spirit from 1968–1979. An award this
year will fund the digitization of The Fontbanner, Fontbonne’s
student newspaper from 1980–2011. Yet another of this
year’s FCC awards will pay for preserving, in digital format,
four entire file drawers of over 1000 photos taken during the
first 98 years of Fontbonne’s existence. If you are curious
about the archives, go to Fontbonne’s webpage,
fontbonne.edu, select Academics, then Library, and finally
Archives at the bottom left. If you have ever wondered how
your dollars make a difference, abundant evidence can be
found by taking a stroll through the Jack C. Taylor Library —
or simply let your fingers do the walking online.
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Book on Migrant Life in South St. Louis by Dr. Ben Moore
In lieu of an official retirement ceremony, Dr. Ben Moore (Associate Professor/Director, Bosnia
Memory Project) requested a single acknowledgement — Fontbonne’s support of his Facebook Live
presentation on April 20. Left Bank Books in St. Louis, along with Fontbonne’s Kasi Williamson
(Associate Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences) co-hosted the launch of Dr. Moore’s new book,
“The Names of John Gergen: Immigrant Identities in Early Twentieth Century St. Louis.” A video
replay of this event is available on YouTube.
In 2004, while jogging in his Soulard neighborhood, Ben rescued yellow scraps of a young migrant’s
schoolwork from the dumpster of a boarded up house. Thus began a multi-year study of migration,
memory and identity. This compelling story examines the converging forces of government and
institutions that impacted the lives of migrants in the industrial neighborhoods of South St. Louis in
the early twentieth century. Such neighborhoods were the sites of efforts by civic authorities and
social reformers to counter the perceived threat of foreignness by attempting to Americanize foreignborn residents. The experiences of John Gergen, however, suggest that identity at the individual
level was much more complex. The book is both a biography and a social history of Soulard and the
immigrants who lived there.
FCC is more familiar with Dr. Moore for his work on the Bosnia Memory Project (now the Center for
Bosnian Studies established on Fontbonne’s campus) rather than for his prolific writings and books.
Dr. Moore’s exhaustive interest in documenting the Bosnian genocide led him to request financial
assistance from the newly-formed Fontbonne Community Connection in 2008. He began preserving
the memory of St. Louis Bosnians by recording oral histories and collecting personal letters and
artifacts. In subsequent years (2009, 2012 and 2015), further FCC support allowed Dr. Moore to
host events, establish a Speaker Series, and create a permanent and protected repository for a
growing treasury of Bosnian archives.
FCC extends congratulations to Dr. Moore, both on his retirement and on the addition of this latest
book to his extensive literary endeavors.
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Message from the Chair
How wonderful it was to get
together again for our Annual
Meeting and Awards
Celebration on April 17!
Another round of awards is in
the books, thanks to all of our
members who made it
possible. Congratulations to
Awards co-chairs Mary Lee
Walter and Susan Lenihan
and to their committee for
such excellent work
throughout the year, ensuring
the efficiency and success of our awards process.
See articles in this newsletter to “relive" the event,
to learn more about awards supporting
Fontbonne’s library, and to celebrate past award
recipient Ben Moore’s new book.
We are grateful for the participation of Dr. Nancy
Blattner, Fontbonne’s President and FCC member,
in our Annual Meeting. It was great to hear of the
many new programs, projects and developments
taking place at Fontbonne. We thank Dr. Blattner,
Wendi Valenti and the entire Advancement team
for their constant support of FCC.
Not being satisfied to rest on our laurels, FCC has
embarked on our Centennial Membership
Campaign. Announced by Membership Committee
co-chairs Maggie Fowler and Lucy Hahn, the
campaign aspires to reach 100 FCC members by
2023, the year of Fontbonne University’s
Centennial. I’m confident we will succeed in
reaching this goal if we work together. More
information is on page 3 of this newsletter.
And finally, FCC welcomes its newest member,
Cathy Schroy. Cathy is a Fontbonne alum and
is currently on the FBU Faculty with the
Communication Disorders and Deaf Education
Department. We are delighted to have her join
us in our mission.
Enjoy your summer and thanks for all you do for
Fontbonne.

JoAnn
JoAnn Donovan, FCC Chair

Coming Events
May, 2021
5/12 - EAC Meeting, 8:45 via Zoom
June, 2021
6/9 - EAC Meeting, 8:45 via Zoom
Due to the uncertainty of group gatherings
at this time, new calendar items will be
emailed to members as they are
determined. We anticipate continuing
events on Zoom, and look forward to
on campus events, as well.

FCC EAC Members 2020-21
OFFICERS
Chair: JoAnn Donovan
Immediate Past Chair: Joan Kelly
Vice-Chair: Connie Diekman
Corresponding Secretary: Barb Atteln
Recording Secretary: Nancy English
Treasurer: Paula Bakula
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Archives & History: Nancy English
Awards: Susan Lenihan & Mary Lee Walter
Bylaws: Barb Atteln
Communications: Joan Falk
Events: Mary Grace & Joan Kelly
Membership: Lucy Hahn & Maggie Fowler

Spring 2021 Newsletter Staff
Joan Falk, Editor
Barb Atteln
Lucy Hahn
Susan Lenihan
Nancy English
Maggie Fowler
Wendi Valenti, Advancement Liaison

